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Life-world of an aphasic and an auditory agnosia woman

—Narrative of the woman facing rare aftereffects —
MITANI Masazumi

Aphasia and other higher brain dysfunctions can occur as a result of cerebrovascular accidents
or head trauma. In rare cases, if a woman has aphasia and also presents with auditory agnosia,
she suffers from a double disability consisting of inability to speak using speech sounds and
inability to understand what she hears. The life-world of the woman with this double disability
is described and is discussed from a medical anthropological perspective. The research consisted
of four semi-structured interviews conducted between June 2023 and January 2024 and
recorded with an IC recorder for approximately nine hours. Taking into account that the
interviewees had aphasia and presented auditory agnosia, the interviews were conducted using
speech-to-text transducers, electronic memo pads and paper A4 notebooks to minimize the
burden on the woman as much as possible. The recordings were made verbatim and reviewed
by the woman to check for misstatements and factual errors. The interviews reveal that the
woman face discrimination from medical doctors, speech-language pathologists or persons in
general because they do not fully understand the symptoms of aphasia and auditory agnosia. As
local communities and civic associations are not bound by the rules of the Government or
prefectural governments, the participation of the woman may have changed the way they are
treated inside civic associations. The woman is not concerned about their disabilities and are
willing to use ICTs and other aids to actively engage in society. Mutual inclusion of the woman

and civil society organizations seems possible in the future.
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