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A Basic Study on the Issues of Disability Understanding

Education in Elementary and Junior High Schools

—From the research after “Understanding Disability:

Theory and Practice of Barrier-free Mind” —
YASUZATO Takeshi

The purpose of this report is to review previous research since the first specialized book on
disability understanding education in Japan, "Understanding Disability: Theory and Practice of
Barrier-free Mind " (Tokuda and Mizuno, 2005), clarify the issues of disability understanding
education in Elementary and Junior High Schools in Japan, and describe future prospects. As a
result, I summarized the future prospects t into the following ten points.

(1) Promote a common understanding of disability at the national level and position it in the
curriculum.

(2) Promote a dual structure that promotes classes that deepen scientific understanding of
disability and educational activities as a whole.

(3) Incorporate simulated experiences that can be done.

(4) Make students think about appropriate actions and specific support.

(5) Foster positive emotions towards disabilities and people with disabilities.

(6) Foster equal relationships rather than compassionate education.

(7) Develop individual and specific programs based on the actual situation of students.

(8) Enhance training on understanding disabilities among teachers.

(9) Promote social awareness of disabilities.

(10) Consider the difficulties and issues of the teachers who are implementers.
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