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The Current status and Issues of barrier-free situation

in historical buildings 2

—Focusing on Elevators, Escalators, Tactile Walking Surface Indicators, and Restrooms —
MIZUNO Tomomi and TOKUDA Katsumi

This study consists of interviews and fieldwork surveys with people who need support in
mobility. The fieldwork was conducted from the following three viewpoints: (1) the ability to
move around safely and comfortably, (2) the ability to enjoy the attractions of the place in the
same way as people without disabilities, and (3) whether the landscapes are spoiled by barrier-
free facilities and equipment.

From the results of this research, in historic buildings, some facilities were unsuitable as
barrier-free facilities such as; having tactile walking surface indicators installed on the entire
floor in front of the elevator doors; having tactile walking surface indicators installed at the
entrance of multipurpose restrooms; having tactile walking surface indicators on slopes; placing
a foot-wiping mat on the tactile walking surface indicators; mounting a recessed finger pull on
a flush sliding door of multipurpose restrooms, and installing a hefty door on multipurpose
restrooms.

In addition, there was a case where the elevator was installed in front of the facility due to a
lack of consideration for the landscape, on the other hand, there was a facility where the tower
that the elevator was installed in was made in the same color as the main building so that
visitors would not notice the elevator from the front. However, even if they are thoughtful of the
landscape, buildings must be designed as the users quickly know where the barrier-free

facilities/equipment are located.
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