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The Current status and Issues of barrier-free situation

in historical buildings

— Focusing on slopes and stairs —
MIZUNO Tomomi and TOKUDA Katsumi

This study consists of interviews and fieldwork surveys with people who need support in
mobility. The fieldwork was conducted from the following three viewpoints: (1) the ability to
move around safely and comfortably, (2) the ability to enjoy the attractions of the place in the
same way as people without disabilities, and (3) whether the landscapes are spoiled by barrier-
free facilities and equipment.

From the fieldwork survey, there were three problems with the slope: angle, landscapes, and
securing the route to the destination. Particularly, in many cases, the angle of the slope was too
sharp. There was also an overly conspicuous colored slope that was destroying the landscape.
Furthermore, although there is a slope from the gate to the entrance of the main hall and
worship hall, there is a level in front of the offertory box, and as a result, there were many cases
where people were unable to get to the offertory box.

For stairs, there were many cases where no handrails were provided. Even when handrails
were installed, flags were tied to the handrails or flowerpots were placed beside the handrails.

There were also many stairs with difficulty in finding edges.
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