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How After School Children Support Staffs Are Thinking and

Supporting Disabled Children and the general Children

ISHI Setsuko

To understand disabilities, in one of the studies that have been done, it is said that a disabled
person and a general person being in contact with each other as much as possible leads to an
improved attitude of understanding disabilities. Moreover, for children to understand
disabilities, the study mentions the importance of adults understanding it. Based on previous
studies, this study considers that in order for children to understand disabilities, it 1is
important not to have classes with indicators that improve individual abilities, but to have
daily play after school and living environments. It was we speculated that the contact
environment of children may have a great influence on understanding disabilities. We focused
on the environment in which children with disabilities and general children spend together, at
the elementary school after school children's club in Yokohama. The purpose of this study was
to investigate how support staffs think and support children with developmental disabilities
and general children, and what impact they have on children. From the investigation result, it
was found that children support staffs find it more challenging to respond to the general
children than responding to developmentally disabled children. According to the results of the
answers to the questions regarding the specific measures and ideas, the way of thinking for the
general children was different. Trouble is likely to occur in an environment where children
spend time together, and general children are not satisfied with the behavior of children with
developmental disabilities and often have doubts or dissatisfaction. Exactly this case, the
general children needs support staffs. It was shown that the conflicts of spending time together
lead to both parties understand each other and grow. Moreover, it can be said that it leads to
the growth of the children of both parties, as the developmentally disabled children also

gradually can control themselves, instead of only the general children growing.
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