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The Process of Peers’ Recognition toward Children Suspected of

having Developmental Disorders

—The Process of Recognition by Students Majoring in Special Needs Education and Similar

Subjects during their Elementary School Days —
ICHIYANAGI Takahiro and MITANI Seiya

The purpose of the present study was to examine the process and the factors relating to peers’
positive recognition toward children suspected of having developmental disorders (DD).

In a survey conducted in Chubu region, Japan, semi-structured interviews were conducted
with 20 students majoring in special needs education and similar subjects, about their
recognition toward children suspected of having DD during their elementary school days.

The Modified Grounded Theory Approach was used to examine the process. Emerging from
the analysis, 33 concepts were extracted and organized into 17 categories, which were further
summarized into 5 category groups. The results revealed that peers’ recognition was formed
first in response to the behavior of children suspected of having DD. However, peers later
understood the personality and the characteristics of DD of such children through
communication with them, and peers’ recognition changed into being positive and friendly. In
particular, it was suggested that understanding of the personality of children suspected of
having DD was one of the important factors of peers’ positive and friendly recognition toward
them.

This study suggests that understanding of the personality and the characteristics of DD of
each child suspected of having DD through communication led to peers’ positive and friendly
recognition. It is also suggested that it is important to support peers so they understand the

personality and the characteristics of DD of such children.
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